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WEDDING PLANS 


by Karen Harrison (with Rox Ostendorf) 

At times the process of planning 
our wedding has been extremely : 
painful, with the worst so far being the 
invitation list. Knowing that my family will not 
attend is difficult enough, but leaving them out 
On paper was much harder. The reality of all 
the lost relationships really hit home with the 
ommision of their names from out list. 

When we met with the prospective minister 
of our ceremony, his first question was “so, tell 
me why you are doing this?” Damn good 
question Charles... why are we doing this! To 
support the catering community? Because 
Superstore opened cheaper liquor depots? Fire 
sale on tuxes? Flowers R Us? There has to be 
some reason why because it certainly hasn’t 
been for my peace of mind or the general well- 
being of my (oops, our) pocketbook. 

And to think I actually started this. We were 
standing under the circle of Pride flags at 
English Bay in Vancouver last summer when I 
proposed to Roz. I proposed to Roz! I think 
both of us thought it would be the other way 
around. I could have backed out when she 
thought what I meant by saying “So what’s 
next for us?” meant a walk on the beach. But 
no, I chose one of the most beautiful sights in 
all of the world to propose to the most 
beautiful woman who has ever entered my life. 
I think about how incredible she ts and the joy 
she quietly brings to my life, and I stop 
bitching about the inconveniences of planning 
the wedding. 

For many, the thought of lesbian and gay 
marriage is a joke and also a waste of time and 
money because society fails to legally recognize 
the union. It’s something that straights do in 


order to make a commitment to each 
other. Roz and I are not getting 
married to create our commitment to 
each other, but rather to celebrate the 
commitment that we have in place. 
We are not attempting to create a new family 
unit to shelter me from my broken family of 
origin. What I am learning is to not take 
relationships in my life for granted, and the 
relationship I have with Roz is the one that I 
value most. 

As a community we often fail to celebrate 
our milestones and our relationships. We 
moved in together with people wondering 
what took us so long. We bought our home 
together with us thinking we took so long. 
We are both very out in our personal and 
professional lives. We want to celebrate our 
relationship with the friends, colleagues and 
family members who support, encourage and 
respect our togetherness. Roz’ family have 
been incredibly supportive and will be 
travelling distances to be here. 

Despite the occasional frustration with the 
planning, the ceremony has developed an air 
of celebration and ts an opportunity to 
nurture the most significant relationship in 
both of our lives. The wedding 1s still one 
year away, so there will be some tense 
moments and some extremely happy ones. 

When I told one of my colleagues that I 
am getting married to my lesbian partner on 
August 28, 1999, her response was “Hey, 
don’t rush in to anything” rather than “What 
ate you doing?” She’s one of the people I 
want to celebrate my wedding with. On our 
wedding day, we will be surrounded by 
people who understand the bonds of love 
and commitment. 
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A FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


by Juke Lloyd 

Tina and I have been together for going on six 
years. We love and respect each other and our 
relationship is easily the best part of my life. Tina 
is gorgeous, smart and funny, can cook like a 
fancy chef, fix anything that breaks (or even looks 
as though it might some day work less well if it 
isn’t fiddled with right this minute) and thinks 
there is nothing wrong with me that just a few 
more years of her careful behaviour modification 
program can’t cure. (Though I’m still not 
convinced that the world will stop revolving if I 
do not push the coffee pot up against the wall 
every night). 

So, why are we not racing to arrange a 
commitment ceremony? We continue to flip flop 
on whether a commitment ceremony would be a 
positive experience for us. Sometimes I would 
love to have an opportunity to throw a big party 
and to formally proclaim my love and commit- 
ment to Tina. Other times I think otherwise. 

One of the reasons that incline me not to send 
out the invites and rent the hall is that a commit- 
ment ceremony seems to mimic an institution that 
completely, deliberately and even maliciously 
excludes same sex couples. If same sex couples 
are not welcomed at the front door of this 
institution [’ll be damned if [ll darken any other. 

Reason number two is that heterosexual 
marriage is an institution that has historically 
oppressed women and continues to oppress 
women. It is used increasingly by the religious 
right and others to attempt to control the 
behaviour and curtail the freedom of women. 

In a recent issue of Time magazine, I read the 
following statement adopted by the American 
Southern Baptists: “A wife is to submit graciously 
to the servant leadership of her husband.” Ick! 
Why would I want to associate myself, even 


obliquely, with an institution that gives rise to this 
kind of rhetoric. 

Reason number three is tied to my estimation of 
what it is that marriage accomplishes in our society. 
Marriage confers to couples legal rights, 
entitlements and responsibilities. A same sex 
commitment ceremony does not give rise to any 
such status under statute. It seems the only 
remaining function of a marriage is that of giving 
formal notice to your friends and family that you 
and your partner are now officially a couple. I don’t 
find the “formal notice” purpose of marriage all 
that compelling. 

The announcement that Tina and myself are 
couple is made each day through our conduct. We 
live together. We attend family and social functions 
together. My family considers Tina “a member of 
the family” and Tina’s family does the same. Our 
friends call us “Julie&Tina” (or sometimes by 
mistake “Thule&Gina”). We are a couple because 
we act like one and as a result of acting like:one we 
are increasingly perceived as one. Any kind of 
formal declaration that we make is not likely to 
change the perceptions of our family and friends 
about the nature of our relationship. 

Finally, I am concerned that our families would 
not view such a ceremony as seriously as we would 
want. In both of our families, marriages are really 
important events (and we’ve been through seven 
sibling marriages). Attendance—from across the 
country—is not particularly voluntary. It is a big 
deal. Any ceremony Tina and I might have would 
not be viewed by all of our family members in the 
same way as it would if we were of opposite sex. I 
think this would influence how I felt about the 
ceremony. Tina and I have to work this out in our 
own minds before deciding to go ahead. 

So, that’s why we have not had a commitment 
ceremony. As I said earlier, we tend to flip flop on 
this issue and so if any of you find an invitation in 
the mail it may not be a forgery. 
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BETWEEN THE COVERS 
At Edmonton Public Library 


by Lindy Pratch 

The Case for Same-Sex 
Marriage: From Sexual Liberty 
to Civilized Commitment by 
William N. Eskridge, Jr. (Free 
Press 1996) is an accessible book 
on this complicated topic. The 
author believes the right for 
same-sex marriage is important 
and presents his case strongly. His 
thesis is that same-sex matriage 
civilizes gays and civilizes 
American society. His discussion exploits the 
various meanings of “civilize.” The epilogue, 
Fear of Flaunting, is interesting in its 
examination of the underlying cause of 
mainstream anxiety about same-sex marriage. 

Andrew Sullivan is another proponent of 
same-sex marriage. He is the editor of Same 
Sex Marriage: Pro and Con: A Reader 
(Vintage 1997). As in Eskridge’s book, this 
collection addresses same-sex marriage in 
history and the legal battles, but here much 
more emphasis is given to the explosive “why 
marty?” debate. The “slippery slope” 
argument (that same-sex marriage will lead to 
legal polygamy, incest and adultery) is also 
presented and rebutted. 

Editor Suzanne Sherman takes a more 
personal approach in Lesbian and Gay 
Marriage: Private Commitments, Public 
Ceremonies (Temple 1992). Sherman 
interviews same-sex couples who choose to 
marty and couples who choose not to. She 
also talks to ministers, priests, rabbis and a 
pagan high priestess about officiating at 


same-sex ceremonies. The stories are heart- 
warming affirmations of our many kinds of 
relationships. 

After the big decision to marry 
has been made, lesbians can leave 
politics behind them and turn to 
The Essential Guide to Lesbian 
and Gay Weddings (Harper 1994). 
This lighthearted planning book by 
Tess Ayers and Paul Brown covers 
every detail from the engagement to 
the honeymoon. The information on 
flowers, catering, guest lists and the 


2) ceremony can be found in any other 


wedding planner—but it is nice to 
have the word “lesbian” right in the text. 

If you ate interested in these titles, free 
request service is available at any branch of 
Edmonton Public Library. Requests can also 
be placed online: www.publib.edmonton.ab.ca. 


QUOTES 


Unlike heterosexual couples, it seems 
common for lesbians and gay men to 
celebrate their original anniversary—whether 
the date of first meeting, their first kiss, or 
moving in together—instead of the wedding 
anniversary. Couples who celebrate both 
dates tend to consider the original 
anniversary the real one. A lesbian or gay 
wedding is rarely a celebration of a 
beginning; it is most often a celebration of an 


existing commitment. 
Suzanne Sherman, 
Lesbian and Gay Marriage, 1992. 
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ASK LAVERNE 
The insensitive 
ativice columnist 


Dear Laverne ... 

I met the love of my hfe in April. We moved in 
together in May, adopted hers-and-hers pupptes in June, 
and have been planning the rest of our hives together ever 
since. We've decided to go the whole nine yards and 
exchange wedding vows in front of friends and family. 
Any suggestions as to how to go about it uzthout 
spending a fortune, akenating our loved ones and 
ending up in divorce court? 

Signed, Nervous Brde To Be 

Dear Nellie, 

I don’t know why so many gays and lesbians 
are clamoring to get married these days. The 
institution rately works for heterosexuals, so 
why should the lavender set be in such a hurry 
to copy a construct that seems doomed to 
failure? 

But, for those of you who feel strongly that 
some sort of official ceremony is in order 
instead of just playing house like the rest of us, 
here are a few pointers: 

1. Whether you jump the broom surrounded 
by dozens of likeminded pagans or ask a 
minister to oversee a more traditional service, 
DON’T call it a “commitment” ceremony. (We 
had one of those in our family—after wacky 
Aunt Gladys decided she was a chicken and 
built herself a roost in the basement. We 
would’ve had her committed sooner but... we 
needed the eggs.) 

2. No matter how much you and your sweet 
baboo love nature, DON’T have your blessed 
union outdoors. Meadows and cornfields make 
for a lovely backdrop... until it starts to pour 
tain, ot bees sting the butch of honour, or a 


shrieking freight train plows through the back 40 
and drowns out the entire service, bongos and all. 
3. DON’T have your ex-girlfriend stand up with 
you—particularly when half the guests know 
you're still sleeping with her. 

4, DON’T invite any straight friends unless 
they've completed accepted your sexual 
orientation. Lots of people insist they’re 
“perfectly okay with that whole same-sex thang,” 
only to lose bladder control at the sight of two 
brides licking organic wedding cake off each 
other’s fingers. 

5. DO have your best gay male friends look after 
all the decorating. And the catering. And 
particularly the floral arrangements. 

6. Unless you’re heavily into sequins, DON’T let 
your best gay male friends pick out the 
bridesmaids dresses. 

7. During the reception, DON’T let anyone play 
anything that sounds even remotely like The Bird 
Dance. 3 
8. DO feel free to write and recite your own 
vows, incorporating favorite pieces of poetry or 
song lyrics that have special meaning for you and 
your beloved. Sappho, Emily Dickinson and 
Ferron ate good places to start; the “How To” 
column in On Our Backs is not. 

9. DON’T invite your softball /hockey/broomball 
team unless you actually want an impromptu 
competition of some sort to break out. (Sports 
dykes are worse than straight guys for having to 
toss stuff around when they’re all dressed up and 
fidgety.) 

10. DO be aware that some of your relatives may 
not be completely comfortable with the concept 
of lesbians getting married—and invite them 
anyway. Make them own their discomfort—and 
send prizes to the ones who come up with the 
lamest excuses for not attending. 

11. DO have a honeymoon; DON’T let it end. 


Hie’ 
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SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 


Womonspace is in a healthier financial 
position than we were several months ago. 
There are several reasons for this and many 
people to thank. 

The Pride Dance in May, a joint effort with 
GLCCE, was a big success. Shortly after that 
event, Womonspace received two donations 
for which we would like to acknowledge our 
appreciation. Metropolitan Community 
Church gave us $200 and L’Amazons football 
team gave us $250. This money came at a time 
when we were desperate; thank you so much! 

The silent auction at our June dance raised 
almost $900. Thank you to everyone who 
supported this event by donating items and 
also for spending your money. We extend our 
sincere gratitude to Bernice Kadatz for 
organizing the auction. 

At the June dance, we also cut our expenses 
by moving to a cheaper location and reducing 
our food expenditures to simple snacks. 
Alberta Avenue Hall was such a nice place 
that we will continue to use it for our future 
dances. The non-smoking environment was 
well-received and so we will repeat this 
experiment at our dance on September 19th. 
Smoking surveys will once again be available. 

The results of the survey in June are as 
follows: 27 women would like to have every 
other dance non-smoking. 25 women would 
like to see all dances non-smoking. 21 women 
think having the hall divided into half non- 
smoking is sufficient. Eight women want 
smoking at all dances. There were also a 
number of suggestions that non-smoking 
dances be held in the warmer months and that 
smoking be allowed during the winter. 

Publishing Womonspace News is our major 


expense and in the past we have relied on 
revenue from the dances to pay for this. 
(Membership in Womonspace also covers the 
cost of one newsletter for a year. If you read 
the newsletter regularly, please become a 
member or a Friend of Womonspace instead 
of picking up free issues around town.) The 
Board extends thanks to Laurie for donating 
desktop publishing services this year. Thank 
you also to Julie Lloyd for substantial 
advertising support. 

Our advertising revenue has jumped in the 
last few issues, for which we ate very grateful. 
We encourage you to support the businesses 
that help make this newsletter possible. 

Advertising rates will be going up slightly 
in 1999. Business card ads will be $20 (up 
from $15) and 1/4 page ads will be $30 (up 
from $25). 1/2 and full-page ad rates will 
remain the same ($50 and $100 respectively.) 
Repeat advertisers will get six ads for the 
price of five. This will in effect give them the 
same or lower rates than they are paying now. 
Members will no longer be entitled to a free 
business card ad, but we will continue to offer 
free classified ads to members every month. 

Watch for the Womonspace wall calendar 
which will be a major fundraiser for the 
newsletter. This will be available in November 
and will feature 12 black & white 
photographs taken by local women. We are 
still seeking photo submissions, so get 
clicking! 

The Womonspace Annual General Meeting 
will be held on September 19th from 8 pm to 
9 pM, prior to the dance at Alberta Avenue 
Hall, 9210 - 118 Avenue. New board 
members will be elected. All members are 
urged to attend this important event. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) ts located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films on 
Wednesdays. 488-3234. Peer support is also 
available through email; 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the 
University of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pM. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
ptogram on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pm. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical lesbigay chutch; worship 7 pm 
Sundays, 11148-84 Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 


10086 MacDonald Drive (riverside entrance), 


Sundays at 7:15 pm. Also at McDougall, 
AFFIRM United meets at 7:30 pm the last 
Saturday of each month. Phyllis, 434-4808. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of 
union available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 
12530-110 Ave. 454-8073. 

Classics social group for lesbians over 
40. Phone Sharie for details: 475-1502. 

Gay & Lesbian Youth: meets 
Saturdays from 8-10 pm at GLCCE. A 
supervised support and social group 
welcomes all youth. 488-3234. 

The Liatris Society: an informal social 


group for lesbian, gay and bisexual gardeners and 
their friends. No membership fees; everyone is 
welcome to attend Liatris events. Call Pat: 436- 
7186. 

PFLAG: Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, 
ot Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded message except 
7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls ate 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer (confidential 
and anonymous). 

Out & Out (O’) Outdoor and recreation 
group. 988-3132. Anyone interested in tennis call 
Geoff at 452-0786. Anyone interested in curling 
with O2 this fall, call Lance at 479-5308. 


Night Spots: 
Buddy’s - Upstairs pub; 10112-124 Street. 
Jazzberrys Too Cafe - 10116-124 Street. 
The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. + 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:4.82 ~1794 
O’ Hotline:988~3132 


To advertise in 


Womonspace News, 
call 482-1794. 
Business card size: $15. 
Quarter-page: $25 


(Classified ads are free for members) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 29 

Northern Titans Free Fun Bowl 

Kick off the bowling season at Pins & Cues 
(Westmount Mall). Call Garry at 454-8609 
Email: davegatry@v-wave.com 


SEPTEMBER 4-7 

Great Alberta Campout 

The Gay and Lesbian Association of Central 
Alberta (GALACA) welcomes you to the fifth 
annual Alberta-wide summer campout. Three 
days of friendly camping fun includes weiner 
roast during Friday’s Meet and Greet, Saturday 
Pancake Breakfast, admittance to two evening 
dances, afternoon games and activities. 
Register ASAP. For more info call Lori, 
(403)347-3754 or 340-2198. 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6, Noon 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Anyone interested is welcome to join the 
newsletter dykes at the Bagel Tree Cafe, 10345 
Whyte Ave. Deadline for submission for the 
October issue on the topic “Lesbian Culture.” 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13, 2 Pm 

EVM Choir Rehearsals Begin 
Practices ate held every Sunday at 2 Pm. New 
singers ate welcome to join during the first 3 
rehearsals. No auditions are required. For 
location and further information, call 988- 
4620. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 7:30 pm 
Womonspace General Meeting 
GLCCE, Suite 103, 10612-124 Street. All 
members are welcome. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 8 - 9 Pm 
Womonspace 

Annual General Meeting 
Alberta Avenue Hall, 9210-118 
Avenue, before the dance starts. 
All board positions ate open for 
election and all members are urged 
to attend this brief but important 
meeting. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 9 pm 
Womonspace Dance for Women Only 
Alberta Avenue Hall, 9210-118 Ave. Music 
by CJSR’s fabulous women. Admission $5 
members, $8 for non-members. Smoking 
permitted outdoors only. To get in free by 
being a volunteer, or for more information, 
call 482-1794. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 7:30 pm 

Daphne Marlatt Reading 

Orlando Books at their new location: 10123 
Whyte Avenue. 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY , OCTOBER 2&3 
Octoberfest in Oz 

Fundraising fantasy cabaret for Edmonton 
Vocal Minority featuring German food, wine 
and beer and excelient entertainment. Mark 
your calendar now and watch for more 
details to come. 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 4, Noon 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Stop in and say hello to the newsletter dykes 
at the Bagel Tree Cafe, 10345 Whyte Ave. 
Deadline for submission for the November 
issue on the topic “Sex.” 
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LESBIAN MOM 


by Shanta Rohse 

(Marie Byggdin’s struggle with Multiple 
Sclerosis was featured in the April issue, 
Lesbians with Disabilities. “I feel like a 
lesbian poster child,” she says.) 

Some 20 years ago, Marie Byggdin 
desperately wanted a child. She and her | 
husband turned to adoption, but when their 
marriage ended, Social Services tried 
to take Jordan back. “I wanted to 
raise him myself. They said someone 
gave up this baby so he could have 
two parents.” 

Eventually, Marie surrendered him. “T 
knew in my head that this was the way it 
should be. But my heart was broken. Utterly 
broken.” 

She became pregnant almost immediately. 
“T had a spot in my heart that yearned to be 
loved. I thought having a baby would 
guarantee that spot be nurtured.” Her son 
was stillborn at 21 weeks. “T felt deserted. My 
baby died. My drinking escalated.” 

And her desire to be a mother escalated. 
“Then I was diagnosed with MS and I felt 
the clock tick even faster.’”” Now out as a 
lesbian, she and her partner decided to have a 
baby together. Her plan was to sleep with a 
man they had met at the Mayfield lounge. “Tt 
sounds sordid. But I looked at the calendar 
and thought, this is going to work.” 

It did, but Marie and her girlfriend 
separated soon after. Joel was born 
prematurely, weighing only 2.5 pounds. 
Subsequently he was diagnosed with mild 
cerebral palsy and Attention Deficit Disorder. 

“T had this dream: if I did everything good 
parents do, then everything else would turn 


out. I never planned on being a single disabled 
mom raising a disabled child. 

“The first time Joel failed Grade 1 I should 
have clued in, but I thought, oh well, now he'll get 
a really good start. When he repeated Grade 6, I 
thought, oh, we are not going to have a normal 
course of things.” Marie sought escape in alcohol, 
pills and serial relationships. “I wanted to be 
attached, I wanted him to be attached.” With each 
breakup, Joel felt deserted too. “One time 
he lay in bed and cried, ‘Is she ever going 
) to call? I was so empty myself. I said, ‘I 
|x) don’t know. ” 

But sobering up changed the dynamics 
of their relationship. 

“In some ways, Joel lost me. I spent a lot of 
time at AA meetings. When I came to, I found 
out my son was doing drugs.” Joel was only 13. 
At 14 he went into ADAC Youth. At 15, he 
forged Marie’s name on some cheques. She had 
him charged, and he went into foster cate for four 
months. Last year he dropped out of school. 

“I wanted to give up some days. Surely 
somebody could do this better than me.” 

Marie is leafing through old photo albums. 
“How often do you kiss them, until they kiss you 
back? The first time they reach over the crib and 
kiss you it’s magic. That’s what you have to keep 
open for, that some day they kiss you back.” 

But the connection is fleeting. 

“Now he’s busy with his life. When he was 
young, I was busy with mine. There was very little 
overlap. 

“One day, I was sitting on the edge of a bed, 
feeling sad about a broken relationship. Joel said, 
‘Mom, it’s okay. If you were sitting down and I 
walked in the room, I’d think you were a babe.’ ” 
Marie laughs. “Imagine, he prefaces it with, ‘If 
you were sitting down...’ He made me laugh. He 
took me out of my tears.” 
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IT'S A FAMILY AFFAIR 
Children of a lesbian mother 
have their own 

coming-out challenges 


by Anonymous 
(Name withheld at the request of my kids) 

My kids were 7, 9 and 11 when I began 
coming out to myself as lesbian. I had left 
their dad a year or so before. Coming out to 
them has been a significant process in each of 
out lives. They seem to have adjusted well to 
their mom’s unfolding self-development. 
Becoming who I am, true to myself, is 
significant modeling for growing kids. 

There are costs involved, however, and 
one of them is the impact a homophobic 
society has on the children of lesbian moms. 
My kids ate secure and at ease in the home I 
share with my partner, Morgan. Morgan has 
embraced the kids with an open heart. Now, 
that doesn’t exclude the power struggles, tears 
and anger expressed by any one of the five of 
us as we’ve grown to be a family over the 
past three years! Morgan’s support, insights, 
and her deep and sincere love for the kids has 
helped to create a rich and stable home. 

Ours is one of two homes for the children. 
I share custody with their father. We live in 
different cities, so they are in school and live 
with their dad during the weekdays, and with 
us on weekends. (Yep, every weekend, that’s 
why you don’t see us at many dances!) 

When we were deciding which city to 
locate in two years ago, my daughter did 
express concern about staying with us if we 
lived in the same city. Too close, too exposed. 
We’re out. She doesn’t want to be “out” as 


the daughter of a lesbian to all of her friends. 
She wants and needs some control. She’s out 
to some of her friends. Several have come for 
sleepovers and shopping outings. I’m out to 
their parents. 

I’m out to one of each of my sons’ friends 
and their families, too. But... it’s one thing for 
me to choose who to be out to among friends, 
family and at work, and another for my kids. 
The more I’m out, the more out they are as 
children of a lesbian. 

How is that for them? We’ve talked about 
it, and will keep talking about it. It has been 
important to acknowledge to them that I 
realize that my being lesbian has an impact on 
them. 

They hear homophobic jokes at school. On 
the playground and in the classroom, to be 
called “gay” is to be ridiculed and excluded. 

Because I’m their mom, I think they are 
more aware of the discrepancy between those 
who make homophobic jokes and those who 
ate being joked about. Maybe they'll realize 
that prejudicial jokes can isolate and create an 
atmosphere of insecurity. I think it helps them 
become aware of hypocrisy, intolerance and 
injustice. I have already heard them share 
stories about standing up for others, express 
keen insights, and have a sense of their own 
power. 

In our situation they are one step removed 
from being identified as children of a lesbian 
mom. They have some discretion about who 
they entrust with this personal information. 

And I celebrate that we ate part of a 
supportive and safe community of friends in 
both cities where they can be themselves, and 
we can be the family that we are. 
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A SLICE OF PARADISE 
The Mountain Berry inn 


by Laurie 

Lots of people dream about leaving the rat 
race behind and getting away from it all. 
Former Edmontonians Shelley Webber and 
Marjola Muellner turned their dream into 
reality. 

A year and a half ago, after extricating 
themselves from virtually all material ties to 
Alberta—quitting their jobs and selling their 
homes in Edmonton—they moved to the 
Shuswap region of B.C. to become proprietors 
of a lesbian and gay bed and breakfast. 

Previous experience? None. 

Are they crazy? Sometimes they wonder... 
But if you’re going to do something crazy, you 
might as well do it in paradise—which is 
where their particular little slice of insanity has 
led them. 

Finding the right setting was an arduous 
three-year process. Their search began in the 
Nelson area, but they eventually decided on a 
40-acre chunk of goddess country nestled into 
the side of a mountain, 15 minutes northeast 
of Salmon Arm in Sunnybrae, the “banana 
belt” of the Shuswap. 

“Our first time out for a walk we ended up 
in the middle of nowhere,” recalls Marjola 
with a laugh. “Here we were, two city girls out 
in the country, lost on our own land!” 

Everything about the place is beautiful, but 
one of the most stunning features is a spacious 
living room with fireplace and gorgeous view 
overlooking the lake, valley and lights of 
Salmon Arm. 

Year-round guest accommodations include 
four bed-and-breakfast rooms with private or 


shared baths, full use of outdoor decks and a 
sitting room with TV and videos. 

There’s also a separate “country cottage” that 
sleeps up to six people—ideal for families—with 
fully equipped kitchen and private deck. 

Outdoors there’s a 40-foot swimming pool 
and an inviting hammock. Hiking trails surround - 
the inn, and vegetables fresh from their garden 
and fruits from their orchard go into their own 
homemade jams and preserves. 

A typical Mountain Berry breakfast consists of 
scrumptious muffins and scones (still warm from 
the oven, of course), scrambled eggs or pancakes, 
fresh fruit, orange juice and coffee or tea. 

If you’re looking for more than gentle 
mountain scenery, places to go golfing, boating 
and horseback riding are a short drive away. 

Kids ate welcome (“we love children!’”’) but 
animals are not—yet. The main house is already 
home to two friendly dogs, Ember and Aria, and 
two cats, Oliver and Dusty, but future plans 
definitely include turning a couple of existing 
outbuildings into pet-friendly cabins. 

Shelly and Marjola don’t get lost on theit own 
land any more, but they are still adjusting to 
small-town life. There isn’t the variety of 
commercial distractions a big city provides, but 
Salmon Arm boasts a thriving music and arts 
community, including a film society and folk 
music club. (Ferron passed through in the spring, 
and folkfest regular Ron Kavana and bandmates 
were recent guests of the Mountain Berry Inn.) 

“There’s even a place where you can get 
cappucino,” Shelley grins. 

What more could you ask 

The Mountain Berry Inn is six minutes off 
the TransCanada Highway (#1)—a perfect 
stopping off point if you’re driving to 
Vancouver. For reservations phone (250) 835- 
8891 or email; mberry@jetstream.net 


12 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


TWhS y oL2xaNn 1Hd)y 
AQHS LOWOO YW Lg aL 
SQM Tay) SOM 


““NYONOH JON WI 


kK 
“RON JON Wr 


Wh 
— SUNNHOC 


EVM 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 
announces our coming SEASON: 


FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2 AND 3, 1998 


Octoberfest in Oz 


Fantasy cabaret: This isn’t Kansas, Toto! 
Location TBA 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 27, 1998 
Human Rights: 


One Earth, Many Voices 
EVM in concert 


with very special guests 
Provincial Museum of Alberta Theatre 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 27, 1999 


Mardi Gras 


Party and Silent Auction 
Strathcona Arts Barns 


SaTurpAyY May 1, 1999 
Let Your Spirit Soar 


EVM in concert with guest conductor 
Gregg Payne, artistic director of New York 
City’s Lavender Light: The Black and People 


of All Colors Lesbian and Gay Gospel Choir. 
Convocation Hall, University of Alberta 


SATURDAY JUNE 12, 1999 


Peace, Love & Rock & Roll: 


_A Lesbian and Gay Revue 


Kick off Edmonton’s Pride Week 
Convocation Hall, University of Alberta 


Phone the EVM information line: 988-4620 


14 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


the back hills 
guest house for women 
Victoria, B.C. (250) 478-9648 


Enjoy a hillside acreage only 1/2 hour 
from Victoria and close to ocean 


beaches & hiking. Evening offers a 
time to relax and morning 
a great breakfast. 
http://www. islandnet.com/~backhill 
Visit us on Southern Vancouver Island 


, DURABUILT® 


_ WINDOWS & DOORS INC. 
“The Ultimate in Quality” 
TERRI HAYES 
Manufacturers Representative 


Bus: (403) 455-0440 
Fax: (403) 455-5775 
Toll Free: 1-800-544-3815 


10940-120 Street 


Edmonton, Alberta 


T5H 3P7 
Cottified Arborist 
ce tree, ond shrub pruning / diagnosis. ond: treatment.“ 
re Consultant 


: specimen and shelterbelt tree. evaluations 

Workshop Facilitator @ 
programs on:tree core ‘ond 1 tree, mointenance 
% Landscape Gardener: 


‘site planing ond Plonilig 3 


Phi (403) 469-2595 
Celhs (403) 719-3158 


Juul. Lino 
| 1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 


- Rdmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
| pede 


Your Voice at 


The Mais ape ee City Hall 


40 private acres, 40’ pool 
beautiful mountain and lake view, 
ee olen an 

Midway en Calgary and Vancouver, ae 

Lovely Country Cottage or B&B available. FSR vsTON CHURCH SOUARE 
$45.00 and up © Group rates too! | (iiionton PHONE (403) 496-8146 

| Phone/Fax: (250) 835-8891 Hanes pense BRB ope 
e-mail: mberry@jetstream.net : 
www.islandnet.com/~pixsell/bcbbd/6/6000231.htm | 
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een’ WERE MOVING! 
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* Next Womonspace 


DANCE 
Saturday, September 19 


qPM-1 AM 
Alberta Avenue Hall, 7210-118 Avenue 


Music by CISKs fabulous DT women — 
*NOTE: This will be a non-smoking event 


WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 


Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
Confidentiality Assured 


NAME(S) 
ADDRESS Clin 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 


12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/Associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only). 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


New Member 1) RenewalU) Associate] I would like to be a volunteer YesO) NoU 
Please mail my newsletter to my home U 
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